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projectiles seemed almost simultaneous. However, we steamed
about while we were sounding and were only hit by fragments
of shell which burst close to us, and wetted by the spray they
threw up.

When the division of destroyers outside the Straits received
the Admiral's signal directing them to join me, the Racoon,
Mosquito, Kennet, Jed, Colne and Chelmer came rushing in at
full speed and gathered round the Wear and Irresistible. As
they could do no good at that stage, and were under considerable
fire, I hoisted a signal to them to " Open," i.e. extend their
distance from me, and they withdrew a mile or so down the
Straits to wait for further orders.

As it was evident the captain of the Ocean still did not think
it possible to take the Irresistible in tow, and she was steaming
about firing rapidly to no purpose, since there was nothing to
be gained by expending ammunition except for a definite object,
I signalled : " If you do not propose to take Irresistible in tow,
the Admiral wishes you to withdraw." At the same time I
ordered the Swijtsure to go. (Her captain was junior to me.)
I did not feel justified in ordering her to close the Irresistibk>
as she was poorly armoured in comparison with our old battle-
ships, and might have suffered heavily at such close range, if
the forts at the Narrows opened fire, as I expected them to do
at any moment. The Admiral had intended to leave the Triumph
and Swiftsure behind on that account when he went into the
Marmora.*

As the result of our survey, Metcalfe and I came to the
conclusion that the Irresistible would not drift ashore for some
time, and I was loath to torpedo her if there was any possibility
of salving her. She had lost her list, was practically on an
even keel, and though down by the stern, she seemed still to
have plenty of buoyancy and was apparently no lower in the
water than when I arrived nearly an hour previously. So I
decided to leave her and go fall speed to the Admiral to suggest
that trawlers might try and tow her into the current after dark.

The Ocean was still steaming about blazing away at the forts,
much to my anxiety, as it was obvious that the enemy had some

* Triumph and Sviftsure were being built in England for Turkey at the time of
the Russo-Japanese War, and we bought them from her, though they were not
quite up to out standard at the time, to prevent Russia buying them.